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Neil Angelo S. Abreo: 
Biological invasions through macroecological lens: leveraging publicly available global databases to address knowledge gaps
Biological invasion is a highly complex global problem that is causing substantial damage to the environment, economy and socio-cultural aspects of life. However, at its core is the spatial nature of the problem. To address the threats of biological invasions, one must recognize that they are inherently transboundary and addressing them in isolation is almost, if not, impossible.  
With the current availability of public databases storing large global datasets (e.g. Global Biodiversity Information Facility, Global Fish Invasion Database), several key questions about biological invasions can be answered by processing the data that these global databases provide. 
During the summer school, we will compile and analyse the most comprehensive dataset of established non-native species composition at a macroecological scale (at least at a country-level). The objective of the study will be to (i) uncover taxonomic patterns in established non-native species composition, (ii) underscore the role of human mediated transport pathways, and (iii) highlight the possible threats of these established non-native species by leveraging readily available global databases and data processing tools such as R programming. By doing these, we will provide valuable insights that will be useful in creating effective non-native species management strategies.      
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